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How to use exam support… 

 

How do I answer? 

Once you’ve revised the content for the exam attempt the past questions at the back, using the ‘How 

do I answer each question?’ guidance and tips. 

 

Core knowledge checklist 

Grade each piece of knowledge from 1-3 depending on how confident you are, with 3 being fully 

confident. Revise the areas you are least confident on, using the CGP revision guide, video link or key 

facts. Tick off each piece of knowledge once you’re fully confident on it. 

 

Key facts 

Use the self-testing toolkit strategies from your KITE book to revise the key facts. Blind mind map to check 

your accuracy and confidence, and revisit any areas of misconception.  

 

Vocabulary 

Use the self-testing toolkit strategies from your KITE book to revise the vocabulary. Blind mind map to 

check your accuracy and confidence, and revisit any areas of misconception. 

 

Timeline 

This is not the full list of events, so can you add any more? Create a timeline for each period and fill it in 

without any resources. Revisit any gaps or misconceptions. 

 

Past questions 

Once you’re confident on the content attempt a past question. Don’t forget to use the ‘How do I 

answer?’ guidance and tips, and give the finished answer to your teacher to mark.  

  



HISTORY GCSE – Weimar and Nazi Germany, 1918–39  

How do I answer each question? 

  

 

Q Mark Stem What to do Tips 

1 4 

Give two things you can 

infer from Source A 

about… 

-Give two separate inferences 

that relate to the focus of the 

enquiry  

-Support each inference with a 

quote or a detail if it is an 

image 

-Inference = what can we learn? 

-Make sure you write the 

inference in the section that says 

What I can infer… 

-Put the quote/contents of the 

image that supports the inference 

you have made in the section; 

Details in the source… 

2 12 Explain why… 

-Will focus on explaining the 

cause of something, e.g., rise in 

support for the Nazis 

-Three different factors (areas 

of content) You may use the 

bullet points, but you will be 

capped if you only use the 

bullet points.  

-Support each factor with 

specific knowledge and make 

sure your explanation is linked 

directly to the question focus.  

-Make sure that each factor links 

back to the question 

3a 8 

How useful are Source B 

and C for an enquiry 

into… 

-Treat each source separately 

-Give the usefulness for the 

enquiry (consider the content 

of the source for this)  

-Support with specific 

knowledge 

-Choose an element of the 

provenance and explain the 

usefulness of it 

-conclude each source section 

with the overall usefulness  

You only need to consider one 

aspect of provenance e.g. 

-Origin is good for a named 

author (diaries, interviews) 

-Nature is good for photos 

-Purpose is good for posters 

3b 4 

What is the main 

difference between 

these interpretations? 

-Find the main difference in the 

views held by the historians on 

the focus of the enquiry.  

-Support your explanation of 

the difference with a quote 

from each interpretation  

-Overall, what is each 

interpretation focussed on, and 

how does this differ? 

3c 4 

Suggest one reason why 

Interpretations 1 and 2 

give different views 

about… 

-Make sure you note the 

differences come from 

historians using different 

sources. Match the 

interpretation to the source 

most likely used.  

-Quote from Source B and C to 

show difference 

-Always use the sources provided 

to quote from/use details 

3d 

16 + 

4 

SPAG 

How far do you agree 

with Interpretation 2 

about… 

-Give a judgment about how 

far you agree with 

Interpretation 2. Support with 

specific knowledge and 

explain 

-Give a judgment about how 

far you agree with 

Interpretation 1. Support with 

specific knowledge and 

explain 

-Give a conclusion that 

explains how far you agree 

-You must use both 

interpretations, or you’ll be 

capped at 8 marks 

-For the 16th mark focus on a word 

in the interpretation and explain if 

it is an exaggeration 
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The legacy of the First World War. The abdication of the Kaiser, 

the armistice and revolution, 1918–19. 
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The setting up of the Weimar Republic. The strengths and 

weaknesses of the new Constitution. 

  

Reasons for the early unpopularity of the Republic, including the 

‘stab in the back’ theory and the key terms of the Treaty of 

Versailles. 

  

Challenges to the Republic from Left and Right: Spartacists, 

Freikorps, the Kapp Putsch. 

  

The challenges of 1923: hyperinflation; the reasons for, and 

effects of, the French occupation of the Ruhr. 

  

Reasons for economic recovery, including the work of 

Stresemann, the Rentenmark, the Dawes and Young Plans and 

American loans and investment. 

  

The impact on domestic policies of Stresemann’s achievements 

abroad: the Locarno Pact, joining the League of Nations and 

the Kellogg-Briand Pact. 

  

Changes in the standard of living, including wages, housing, 

unemployment insurance. 

  

Changes in the position of women in work, politics and leisure.   

Cultural changes: developments in architecture, art and the 

cinema. 
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Hitler’s early career: joining the German Workers’ Party and 

setting up the Nazi Party, 1919–20. 
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The early growth and features of the Party. The Twenty-Five Point 

Programme. The role of the SA.) 

  

The reasons for, events and consequences of the Munich Putsch   

Reasons for limited support for the Nazi Party, 1924–28. Party 

reorganisation and Mein Kampf. The Bamberg Conference of 

1926. 

  

The growth of unemployment – its causes and impact. The 

failure of successive Weimar governments to deal with 

unemployment from 1929 to January 1933. The growth of 

support for the Communist Party. 

  

Reasons for the growth in support for the Nazi Party, including 

the appeal of Hitler and the Nazis, the effects of propaganda 

and the work of the SA. 
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Political developments in 1932. The roles of Hindenburg, Brüning, 

von Papen and von Schleicher. 

  

The part played by Hindenburg and von Papen in Hitler 

becoming Chancellor in 1933. 
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The Reichstag Fire. The Enabling Act and the banning of other 

parties and trade unions. 
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The threat from Röhm and the SA, the Night of the Long Knives 

and the death of von Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Führer, the 

army and oath of allegiance. 

  

The role of the Gestapo, the SS, the SD and concentration 

camps. 

  

Nazi control of the legal system, judges and law courts.   

Nazi policies towards the Catholic and Protestant Churches, 

including the Reich Church and the Concordat. 

  

Goebbels and the Ministry of Propaganda: censorship, Nazi use 

of media, rallies and sport, including the Berlin Olympics of 1936. 

  

Nazi control of culture and the arts, including art, architecture, 

literature and film. 

  

The extent of support for the Nazi regime. 
  

Opposition from the Churches, including the role of Pastor 

Niemöller. 

  

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z9y64j6/revision/1
https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/z3bp82p/revision/1
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Opposition from the young, including the Swing Youth and the 

Edelweiss Pirates. 
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Nazi views on women and the family. 
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Nazi policies towards women, including marriage and family, 

employment and appearance. 

  

Nazi aims and policies towards the young. The Hitler Youth and 

the League of German Maidens. 

  

Nazi control of the young through education, including the 

curriculum and teachers. 

  

Nazi policies to reduce unemployment, including labour service, 

autobahns, rearmament and invisible unemployment. 

  

Changes in the standard of living, especially of German workers. 

The Labour Front, Strength Through Joy, Beauty of Labour. 

  

Nazi racial beliefs and policies and the treatment of minorities: 

Slavs, ‘gypsies’, homosexuals and those with disabilities. 

  

The persecution of the Jews, including the boycott of Jewish 

shops and businesses (1933), the Nuremberg Laws and 

Kristallnacht. 

  

 

Early Challenges to the Weimar Republic - 1918 – 1923 – Key Facts 

Question Answer 

Who abdicated in November 1918? Kaiser Wilhelm 

What is a Republic?   
A state in which the government is carried out by the people or 

their elected representatives 

Who was the first president of the Weimar 

Republic? 
Friedrich Ebert 

What is a constitution? The basic principles according to which a country is governed. 

What was Article 48 of the Weimar 

Constitution? 

President could suspend constitution in an emergency. He 

could make laws and keep Chancellor in office without 

support of the Reichstag. 

How was the Chancellor selected? 
Chosen by the President. Had to have support of a majority of 

the Reichstag.  

What is Proportional Representation? 
The number votes in an election determined the number of 

seats in the Reichstag 

What was Article 231 of the Treaty of 

Versailles? 

The War guilt clause. This stated Germany had to accept 

blame for starting the war in 1914 

How much did Germany have to pay in 

Reparations? 
£6.6 billion 

Which area of land was returned to 

France? 
Alsace-Lorraine 

What was the ‘stab in the back theory’? 

The armed forces had been ‘stabbed in the back’ by the 

November Criminals (the Weimar politicians that had 

accepted the armistice in November 1918).  

Who were the Spartacists? 

A Communist group led by Rosa Luxemburg and Karl 

Liebknecht, who attempted an overthrow of the government in 

January 1918 

Why did the Spartacist uprising fail? The Freikorps used violence to end their threat 

What were the Freikorps? 

Private armies set up by senior German army officers at the end 

of the First World War. Mainly comprised of ex-soldiers with 

nationalist beliefs 

What was the Kapp Putsch? 

An attempted overthrow of the government in March 1920 by 

the Freikorps, led by Wolfgang Kapp. The Putsch was defeated 

by a General Strike. 

Who occupied the Ruhr in 1923? 
French and Belgium troops occupied in January 1923 when 

Germany failed to pay the second instalment of reparations 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/bitesize/guides/zsvhk7h/revision/1
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What was passive resistance in the Ruhr? 
Opposition to the invading troops without using violence, for 

example refusing to work 

What caused hyperinflation? 

The German government backed the strikers in the Ruhr and 

printed more money to pay them a wage. The strike meant less 

goods were being produced. The extra strike money plus the 

collapse in production turned inflation into hyperinflation.  

Who did hyperinflation have the worst 

impact on? 

Those people with savings or those on a fixed income, such as 

pensioners, found themselves penniless 

Who benefitted from hyperinflation? 

Businessmen who had borrowed money form the bank were 

able to pay off these debts, serious food shortages led to the 

rise in prices of food, which in turn benefitted farmers and 

foreigners who had dollars or pounds found that they could 

change them for millions of marks and afford things that 

ordinary Germans could not.  

What was the Rentenmark? 
A temporary currency introduced in the summer of 1923 to 

restore confidence in German currency. 

 

Recovery of the Weimar Republic - 1924 – 1929 – Key Facts 

Question Answer 

Which two economic plans did 

Stresemann agree to join the 1920s? 
The Dawes Plan and the Young plan.  

What did the Dawes Plan contain? 

A more manageable plan for reparation repayments, based on 

Germany’s capacity to pay. The Ruhr area was to be 

evacuated by Allied occupation troops. This was carried out in 

1925. The German Reichsbank would be reorganised under 

Allied supervision. The USA would give loans to Germany to help 

with its economic recovery 

What was the Young Plan? 

The reduction of reparation repayments and the extension of 

time over which the repayments were to occur (extended to 

1988).  

What was the Locarno Pact? 
In 1925 Germany signed the Locarno Pact with Britain, France 

and Belgium which agreed to keep the existing borders 

When was Germany allowed to join the 

League of Nations? 
1926 

What was Kellogg-Briand Pact? 

A pact signed by Germany in1928, along with 64 nations in 

which it was agreed that they would keep their armies for self-

defense and solve all international disputes ‘by peaceful means’ 

How many women deputies were the 

Reichstag in 1926? 

There were 32 women deputies in the Reichstag in 1926 which 

was a higher proportion than the number in Britain and the USA.  

How many women teachers and doctors 

were there in Germany by 1933? 
100, 000 women teachers and 3,000 doctors. 

How many houses were built between 

1924 and 1931? 
Two million new homes were built.  

Name the film generally acclaimed as 

the most technically advanced film of 

the 1920s? 

Metropolis, directed by Fritz Lang 

Name the anti-war novel written by Erich 

Remarque 
All Quiet on the Western Front. 

How were the unemployed supported? 
Workers were required to contribute to a national scheme of 

unemployment insurance, giving welfare to those without jobs. 

By how much had real wages increased 

by 1928? 
10% 

How many of the middle – class were 

unemployed by 1928? 
184,000 

Who painted graphic images of their 

experiences of WWI? 
Otto Dix 

What was Bauhaus? An architecture school which promoted new designs 



Give one example of a woman who 

displayed social freedoms 
Marlene Dietrich 

 

Hitler’s rise to power - 1919 – 1933 – Key Facts 

Question Answer 

When did Hitler join the Germany Workers 

Party? 
1919 

When did the DAP change to the 

NSDAP? 
1920 

When did Hitler become leader of the 

NSDAP? 
July 1921 

What principle became the cornerstone 

of the party organisation? 

Führerprinzip: The leadership principle: the idea that the Nazi 

party and Germany should have one leader, obeyed by all- the 

Führer 

Which Treaty did the NSDAP’s Twenty- 

Five point Programme say it was going to 

scrap? 

Treaty of Versailles. 

Who led the SA? Ernst Rohm 

What was the nickname of the SA? The Brownshirts 

When was the Munich/ Beer hall Putsch? 8 November 1923 

How many Nazis seized the huge beer 

hall in Munich? 
600 

How many Nazis were killed during the 

Munich Putsch? 
16 

What is the name of Hitler’s 

autobiography and when was it 

published? 

Mein Kampf (My Struggle), 1924 

How many years was Hitler sentenced to 

serve in Lansberg prison? 
5 years, but he only served 9 months 

What did Hitler realise while in Lansberg 

prison? 

That coups (putsch) did not work and that the Nazi party would 

need to use legal means to gain power- by winning elections.  

What was the Bamberg Conference? 

A conference of the Nazi party held in 1926 in which Hitler 

strengthened his position as leader of the party and won over 

possible rivals such as Goebbels and Strasser. 

How many members did the Nazi party 

have in 1928? 
100, 000 (this had increased from 27, 000 in 1925).  

How many seats did the NSDAP win in the 

1928 elections and how does this 

compare to 1924? 

The Nazis won only 12 seats in the 1928 elections, having held 32 

in 1924. 

Who replaced Strasser as head of 

Propaganda of the Nazi party in 1928? 
Josef Goebbels 

What was the Wall Street Crash? 

The economic crash that occurred 29 October 1929, when more 

that 16 million shares were traded in panic selling, triggering 

further sales, values of shares plummeting and leading the world 

into a world economic crisis.  

Name the Chancellor who resigned in 

March 1930 due to government splits 

over economic policy 

Muller 

Name the Chancellor who was given the 

nickname ‘Hunger Chancellor’ 
Brüning 

How many people were unemployed by 

January 1932? 

It exceeded 6 million.  This meant every four out of every ten 

German workers were without jobs. 

Which party was gaining support among 

the working class and was feared by the 

Middle classes? 

The Communist Party (KPD)   



How many seats did the Nazi party win in 

the general election of September 1930? 

107 seats and became the second largest party after the Social 

Democrats which won 143. 

What did foreign investors do as a result 

of some German banks collapsing in 

1931? 

They withdrew their assets and hopes of economic recovery 

were hit further. 

Who won the presidential election of 

November 1932? 
Hindenburg, but only after a second round. 

Which leading industrialists funded the 

Nazi party in 1932? 
Thyssen, Krupp and Bosch 

Which party did Hitler develop close links 

to in 1932? 
The National party (DNVP) 

What was the Sturmabteilung (SA) used 

for in 1931-32? 

To provide protection for the Nazi meetings but also to disrupt 

the meetings of their opponents, especially the Communists.  

How many seats did the Nazis win in the 

July 1932 elections? 
The Nazis won 230 seats (37.4% of the vote).  

What political deal was made in January 

1933 which enabled Hitler to become 

Chancellor? 

Hitler would lead a Nazi-Nationalist coalition government, with 

Von Papen as Vice Chancellor. This was agreed to by President 

Hindenburg.  

When did Hitler become Chancellor? 30th January 1933 

 

Nazi Control – 1933-1939 – Key Facts 

Question Answer 

When was the Reichstag fire? 27 February 1933 

Who was blamed for starting the 

Reichstag fire? 
Marinus van der Lubbe, a Dutch Communist 

What decree did Hitler persuade 

Hindenburg to sign following day after 

the Reichstag fire? 

‘Decree for the Protection of People and State.’ The decree 

replaced the constitutional government by a permanent state of 

emergency and suspended basic civil rights 

How many Communist party members 

were arrested following the Reichstag fire 

and emergency decree? 

4,000 

When did the Enabling Act become law? 24th March 1933 

What was Gleichschaltung? 
Bringing people into an identical way of thinking, in line with Nazi 

philosophy 

When were Trade Unions banned, and 

what was set up to replace them? 

Trade Unions were banned on 2 May 1933 and the German 

Labour Front (DAF) was set up 

When, and where, was the first 

concentration camp opened? 
Dachau, March 1933 

What did the Law against the Formation 

of Parties, passed 14 July 1933 ban? 

Other political parties being formed, effectively making the Nazi 

party the sole legal party in Germany 

What did Hitler abolish in January 1934? The federal structure of Germany 

When was the Night of the Long Knives? 30 June 1934 

What was the Night of the Long Knives? 

A purge in which Rohm and the main leaders of the SA were 

shot by members of the SS. Von Schleicher was murdered, along 

with Strasser. About 400 people were murdered in the purge 

When did President Hindenburg die? August 1934 

What did Hitler seek by carrying out a 

referendum in August 1934? 

To combine the post of Chancellor and President. 90% of voters 

(38 million) agreed with this. 

What was the SD (Sicherheitsdienst), set 

up in 1931? 
The intelligence body of the Nazi party 

What was set up by Goering in 1933? The Gestapo 



What was Himmler put in charge of in 

1936? 
Head of all police agencies in Germany. 

How many people were under arrest for 

political offences in 1939? 
150,000 

What did judges have to wear form 1936 

onwards? 
The swastika and Nazi eagle on their robes 

What was established in 1934 to try cases 

of treason? 
The new People’s Court 

What did Hitler set up in 1935 to weaken 

the hold the Catholic and Protestant 

churches had on the people? 

The Ministry of Church Affairs 

What did Hitler sign in July 1933? 

A concordat (agreement) with Pope Pius XI. The Pope agreed to 

stay out of politics if Hitler agreed not to interfere with the 

Catholic Church.  

Name the leader of the Protestants 

opposed to Nazism 
Pastor Martin Niemöller 

How many publications had the Nazis 

closed by 1935? 
More than 1600 newspapers and thousands of magazines 

Where was the annual mass Nazi rally 

held? 
Nuremberg 

What percentage of families owned a 

‘Peoples Receiver’ (shortwave radio) by 

1939? 

70% 

When did students, inspired by Goebbels, 

burn 20,000 books written by Jews, 

Communists and anti-Nazi university 

professors in a bonfire in Berlin? 

May 1933 

What music was encouraged by the Nazi 

party? 

Traditional German folk music and the classical music of Brahms, 

Beethoven and Wagner 

Who directed the filming of the Berlin 

Olympic games in 1936? 
Leni Riefenstahl 

How many generals did Hitler remove 

during 1938 to tighten his grip on the 

army? 

16 

Name the Youth group that listened to 

forbidden swing and painted walls with 

anti-Nazi graffiti. 

Edelweiss Pirates 

When did Pope Pius XI issue a letter to 

Catholic Priests in Germany opposing the 

Nazi party? 

1937- the encyclical was called ‘With burning anxiety’ 

 

Life under the Nazis – 1933-1939 – Key Facts 

Question Answer 

Name the 3 ideals women were meant 

to live by in Nazi Germany 
Kinder, Küche, Kirche 

What did the Marriage Health Law of 

1935 stress? 
Racial purity of women when marrying. 

Who was the gold Cross of Honour of the 

German Mother awarded to? 
Women with eight or more children 

Name the first concentration camp set 

up specifically for women in October 

1933 

Moringen 

What were women discouraged from 

wearing? 
Make-up, trousers and high heels 

What did school teachers have to do to 

show their loyalty to the Nazi party? 

Swear an oath of loyalty to Hitler and join the Nazi Teacher’s 

League 

Who had all textbooks be approved by? The Ministry of Education 



What was the name of the girls’ 

organisation for 14-18 year olds? 
League of German Maidens 

When was membership of the Hitler Youth 

made compulsory? 
1936 

How much was spent on rearmament in 

1933? 
3.5 billion marks 

When was conscription reintroduced? 1935 

Name the organisation set up by the DAF 

to improve leisure time as an incentive for 

German workers 

Strength through Joy (KdF) 

What did 125,000 workers help to build 

across Germany? 
Autobahn (motorway) 

What did all men aged 18-25 have to 

join, and for how long? 
Reich Labour Service, for six months 

How did the Beauty of Labour 

department support workers? 
Increased lighting in workplaces and built canteens 

What methods did the Nazis believe they 

needed to enact to create the pure 

Aryan race? 

Selective breeding and destroying the Jews 

Who did the Nazis consider as 

‘Untermenschen’ (subhuman)? 
Slavs and Jews 

What is anti-Semitism? Hatred and persecution of the Jews 

How did Jews not increase the 

unemployment rate? 
They weren’t counted, even if they had no employment 

When was the boycott of Jewish shops? April 1933 

What the Reich Citizenship Law state? 
That only those of German blood be German citizens. Jews lost 

their citizenship, the right to vote, and hold government office.  

What did the Law for the Protection of 

German Blood and Honour forbid? 

Marriage between Jews and German citizens. Marriages that 

had occurred before this law were still classed as legal but 

German citizens were encouraged to divorce their existing 

Jewish partners 

When was Kristallnacht? 9 November 1938 

What was the Nazi policy towards 

disabled people? 
Sterilisation 

What was the punishment for 

homosexuality? 
Being sent to a concentration camp 

Who had to register with local authorities 

in 1938? 
Gypsies 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 3 – Germany – Key Vocabulary 

 

Vocabulary Definition 

Abdication The act of formally giving up the throne and powers 

Antisemitism Hatred and persecution of Jewish people 

Armistice Agreement made at war to stop fighting 

Aryan Nazi term for white non-Jewish Germans, a pure and superior racial group 

Autobahn German motorways 

Communist 
Someone who follows the ideas that all property and production is owned state and 

people receive only what they need 

Conformity Behaviours and actions that match specific rules 

Constitution The basic principles according to which a country is governed 

Democracy A system of government where the people elect representatives  

Depression Slump in the economy which often leads to high unemployment 

Freikorps 
Private armies set up by German army officers at the end of WWI – mostly consisting of 

former soldiers 

Fuhrer 
The political title Hitler gave himself after he combined the role of President and 

Chancellor in 1934 

Gestapo Secret police of the Nazi regime 

Hyperinflation 
A situation where the prices of goods rise but the value of money decreases, almost 

becoming worthless 

Kaiser The German emperor 

Left 
Politicians and political parties who favour socialism. Those on the extreme left favour 

Communism 

Lebensraum Living space – the Nazi idea of a Germany for German-speaking people 

Mein Kampf Hitler’s autobiography he wrote while in prison in 1924 

Monarchy 
A system of government in which one person (monarch) rules a country until death or 

abdication  

Persecution The ill-treatment of people based on ethnicity, religion or political opinion 

Putsch Attempted takeover of the government 

Rearmament Equipping forces with new supplies of weapons in order to increase military power 

Reich Empire 

Reichstag German state parliament 

Rentenmark Temporary currency introduced in 1923 to stop hyperinflation 

Reparations War damages (money) paid by Germany to the Allies after World War I 

Republic A state in which the government is carried out by elected representatives 

Right  
Politicians and political parties who favour nationalism. Those on the extreme right 

favour fascism 

Trade union Organisations set up to protect and improve the rights of workers 

Volksgemeinschaft The people’s community – the Nazi idea of community of only pure Aryan Germans 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Paper 3 – Germany – Timeline 

Year Event 

1918 

Abdication of the Kaiser 

Armistice 

German revolution 

1919 

Spartacist uprising 

Weimar Constitution created 

Treaty of Versailles 

1920 

Kapp Putsch 

German Workers’ Party announced the 25 Point Plan – later became 

the Nazi Party (NSDAP) 

1923 

January: French and Belgian occupation of the Ruhr 

Hyperinflation 

August: Stresemann became Chancellor and then Foreign Minister 

November: Munich (Beer Hall) Putsch 

1924 Dawes Plan 

1925 
Mein Kampf published 

Locarno Pact 

1926 
Bamberg Conference 

Germany joins the League of Nations 

1927 Fritz Lang releases his film Metropolis 

1928 Kellogg-Briand Pact 

1929 

Remarque releases book All Quiet on the Western Front 

Young Plan 

October: Wall Street Crash and start of Depression 

1932 

March-April: Presidential election (Hindenburg wins, Hitler comes 

second) 

July: Nazis become biggest party in the Reichstag 

1933 

January: Hitler appointed Chancellor 

February: Reichstag Fire 

March: Dachau concentration camp opens 

March: Enabling Act 

April: Boycott of Jewish shops 

April: Creation of the Gestapo 

July: Concordat with Catholic Church 

1934 
June: Night of the Long Knives 

August: Death of Hindenburg. Hitler becomes Fuhrer 

1935 
Nuremberg Laws 

Leni Reifenstahl’s propaganda film Triumph of the Will released 

1936 

Berlin Olympics 

December: Membership of Nazi Youth organisations becomes 

compulsory for most young people 

1937 November: Kristallnacht (Night of the Broken Glass) 



 

Past Questions 

Study Source A below and then answer Question 1. 

Source A: From an interview published in a British newspaper, November 1938. The Jewish woman interviewed 

was from England and had recently visited Germany. Here she is describing her experience of Kristallnacht. 

 

At 2:30 in the morning Nazis in uniform broke down the door of the house where I was staying. We were 

ordered to get dressed quickly with the bedroom door open.  

 

We were marched through the streets. Nazis were knocking down the synagogue and all the Jewish shops 

had been broken into.  

In the town square, Jewish people were lined up and were made to stand for over three hours. Two old men 

had their walking sticks broken by Nazis. The Nazis had a register to check that all the Jews in the town were 

there. 

 

1 Give two things you can infer from Source A about the treatment of the Jews during 

Kristallnacht. (4) 

Complete the table below to explain your answer. 

(i) What I can infer: 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

(ii) What I can infer: 

Details in the source that tell me this:  

Study Source A below and then answer Question 1. 

Source A: From a description of the Reichstag Fire written by Rudolf Diels. At the time of the Reichstag Fire, 

Diels was a senior policeman in Berlin. 

 

The Reichstag was still burning when I arrived. Hitler stood on a balcony staring into the flames. He shouted 

uncontrollably: ‘There will be no mercy. Every Communist official must be shot wherever he is found.’ 

 

I ordered a radio message to be sent out, putting the police on a state of alert. The police already had lists of 

people to arrest, which had been prepared for such an emergency.  

 

When I returned to police headquarters later that night it was buzzing with activity. Some suspects were 

already being brought in under arrest. 

 

1 Give two things you can infer from Source A about how the Nazis reacted to the 

Reichstag Fire. (4) 

Complete the table below to explain your answer. 

(i) What I can infer: 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

(ii) What I can infer: 

Details in the source that tell me this: 

2 Explain why the Nazis were able to reduce unemployment in Germany in the years 1933-39. (12) 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• rearmament 

• autobahns 

You must also use information of your own. 

2 Explain why the Nazis were able to create a police state in the years 1933–39. (12) 

You may use the following in your answer: 

• concentration camps 

• law courts 

You must also use information of your own. 

Sources/Interpretations for use with Section B. 

 

Source B: From a speech made by Joseph Goebbels in March 1933. 



 

German women! German men!  

The birth rate in Germany is rapidly declining so a 

major change is needed. 

We believe that German women must use their 

strength and abilities in different areas from men. Let 

me say this clearly: the first, best, and most suitable 

place for the woman is in the family. It is her most 

glorious duty to give children to her people and 

nation. 

The woman is the teacher of the youth, and therefore 

the builder of the foundation of the future. If the family 

is the nation’s source of strength, the woman is at its 

centre.  

The best place for the woman to serve her people is in 

her marriage, in the family, in motherhood. 

 

 

 

Source C: A photograph from 1938. The photograph 

shows women working in a textile factory in a large 

industrial city. 

Interpretation 1: From Weimar and Nazi Germany by J Hite and C Hinton, published in 2000. 

 

The Nazis’ attempts to drive women back into the home were not particularly successful. In fact, the number 

of women in all types of jobs increased, mainly due to the work opportunities created by the economic 

recovery. By 1936, more workers were needed in agriculture and industry in Germany and by 1939 this 

shortage of workers was a serious problem. This led to more women returning to work. 

 

Overall, the Nazis took a cautious approach to the employment of women and only a few women were 

actually forced out of jobs. 

 

Interpretation 2: From The History Learning Site, a history website. 

 

Hitler was very clear that women should bring up children at home while their husbands worked. Schools 

taught girls from a young age that all good German women should get married and have children. 800,000 

couples accepted loans offered as part of the Law for the Encouragement of Marriage. 

 

Women were not expected to work in Nazi Germany. Within months of Hitler coming to power, many female 

doctors and civil servants were sacked, followed by female teachers and lawyers.  

 

By 1939, very few women were in full-time work. 

 

 

3 (a) Study Sources B and C. 

How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into Nazi policies towards women? 

Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context. (8) 

 

(b) Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about Nazi policies towards women. 

What is the main difference between these views? Explain your answer, using details from both interpretations. 

(4) 

 

(c) Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about Nazi policies towards women. 

You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer. (4) 

 

Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be assessed in part (d). 

(d) How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about Nazi policies towards women? 

Explain your answer, using both interpretations and your knowledge of the historical context. (16) 

 
 

 

 



Sources/Interpretations for use with Section B. 

 

Source B: From a secret account written by an opponent of the Nazi regime in December 1936. Here he is 

commenting on the workers in a car factory in Munich. 

 

The workers in this factory will never be won over by Nazi policies. Even though the workers are better paid 

than in other factories, they show very little interest in all of Hitler’s nonsense. 

 

When Hitler made a recent speech, the workers were gathered together and ordered to listen to his radio 

broadcast. During the speech, they kept talking loudly amongst themselves until members of the SA forced 

them to be quiet. As soon as the workers thought the speech was over, they rushed to leave. 

 

There are only a few Nazis working in the factory and even they think the broadcasting of these speeches 

does more harm than good for the Nazi regime. 

 

Source C: A photograph published in a German magazine in 1936. The picture shows Hitler being greeted at a  

railway station.  
 

 
 

Interpretation 1: From Nazi Germany: confronting the myths by C Epstein, published in 2015. 

 

During the Third Reich, many Germans did not conform with the Nazi regime. This was shown by the fact that 

some people left the Nazi Party and others refused to give the ‘Heil Hitler’ greeting and salute. Other people 

protested against Nazi control of schools and churches. Some Germans told jokes about the Führer, while 

others listened to foreign radio stations or danced to American swing music. 

 

Widespread complaining among the German people showed that they did not always fully support the Nazi 

regime. 

 

Interpretation 2: From Backing Hitler: Consent and Coercion in Nazi Germany by R Gellately, published in 2001. 

 

From 1933 onwards, the German people clearly conformed with the Nazi regime and became devoted to 

Hitler. Hundreds of thousands of Germans from different classes joined the Nazi Party. In fact, so many people 

tried to join in 1933 that the Party struggled to cope with the numbers. In the years 1933–39, the Nazi Party 

gained four million new members. A flood of people also joined other Nazi organisations.  

 

The increase in support for the Nazis suggests that the majority of the German people found it easy to support 

the Nazi dictatorship. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 



3 (a) Study Sources B and C. 

How useful are Sources B and C for an enquiry into the extent of support for the Nazi regime in the years 1933–

39? 

Explain your answer, using Sources B and C and your knowledge of the historical context. (8) 

 

(b) Study Interpretations 1 and 2. They give different views about the extent of support for the Nazi regime in 

the years 1933–39. 

What is the main difference between these views? Explain your answer, using details from both interpretations. 

(4) 

 

(c) Suggest one reason why Interpretations 1 and 2 give different views about the extent of support for the 

Nazi regime in the years 1933–39. 

You may use Sources B and C to help explain your answer. (4) 

 

Spelling, punctuation, grammar and use of specialist terminology will be assessed in part (d). 

(d) How far do you agree with Interpretation 2 about the extent of support for the Nazi regime in the years 

1933–39? 

Explain your answer, using both interpretations and your knowledge of the historical context. (16) 


