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What will I study? 

 

During Year 10 you will focus on reading texts for the English Literature exams. You will also 

complete wri�en tasks based on these texts to help you to prepare for your English 

Language exams. At the same !me you will con!nue your wider reading, both by reading 

independently and by exploring a range of non-fic!on and poetry. 

 

In Year 11, you will prepare for your exams in English Language by exploring a range of 

extracts from fic!on and non-fic!on, extrac!ng informa!on, tracking arguments and 

commen!ng on the way the texts are wri�en. You will also explore how to make links and 

comparisons between texts. You will go on to produce your own wri!ng in a range of 

styles. 

 

How will I be marked? 

 

At the end of Year 11 you will take two exams, one 

focused on Twen!eth Century fic!on in which you 

will respond to an extract from a story, as well as 

producing your own piece of crea!ve wri!ng. The 

second exam will involve exploring extracts from 

Nineteenth Century and Twenty-first Century non-

fic!on. You will also produce two pieces of non-

fic!on wri!ng. 

 

There are no controlled assessments. At the end of the course you will be awarded a grade 

from 9 to 1.  A Grade 4 is classed as a ‘standard pass’, and a Grade 5 is a ‘good pass’.  

Achieving at least a Grade 4 in English is a requirement for most college courses and 

employers.  Many A level courses require at least a Grade 5. 

 

What do I need to do in order to do well? 
 

When wri!ng about any text, you will need to look beneath the surface and explore 

different layers of meaning, as well as commen!ng on the language used by the writers. 

You will need to write crea!vely, fluently and accurately. In both reading and wri!ng you 

will need to do all of these things at speed, a key skill for the future, whether at college or 

in employment! 

 

English Language  
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What will I study? 

 

During Year 10 you will read a play by Shakespeare, a selec!on of poetry wri�en since 1789, 

the modern play ‘Blood Brothers’ as well as a classic novel. You will be given a choice of novels, 

including ‘Pride and Prejudice’,  ‘A Christmas Carol’ and ‘The Strange Case of Dr Jekyll and Mr 

Hyde’. 

 

In Year 11 you will revise the texts you have read during 

Year 10 as well as reading more contemporary poetry. 

 

 

How will I be marked? 

 
 

At the end of Year 10 you will complete mock exams in English Literature which will follow the 

same format as the final exams at the end of Year 11. There are no controlled assessments. At 

the end of the course you will be awarded a grade from 9 to 1. We understand that a Grade 

4/5 is equivalent to a good C grade. A Grade of 8 or 9 would be equivalent to the current A* 

grade. 

 

 

What do I need to do in order to do well? 
 

Read the books! You need to know the set texts in detail, not the films! The more you can 

remember about the books, the be�er you will do.  You also need to be confident in reading 

unseen poetry—this means that you need to be prepared to look at a poem you have not seen 

before and try to work out its meaning, exploring what the words and images suggest. When 

wri!ng about any text, you will need to look beneath the surface and explore different layers of 

meaning, as well as commen!ng on the language used by the writers. 
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How is Mathema"cs relevant to you? 

 

Maths is all around us, everywhere we go!  We develop your Thinking Skills, and make you scratch your 

head to decide how to answer a complex ques!on.  The new GCSE has a much greater emphasis on 

problem-solving (40% of the marks are for ques!ons of this nature) - making it more relevant to you in 

your everyday life.  You will develop your ability to think logically and to solve problems.  75% of jobs 

you would consider doing will require Maths GCSE at grade 4 or above. 

Teaching and Learning styles for GCSE 

 
In Key Stage 4 we will prepare you with the maths that you need to succeed in life.  

Maths will focus on problem solving and deepening conceptual understanding.  We will 

use a variety of teaching methods backed up by Hegartymaths to enable you to study 

further, independently.  At the end of year 11 you will sit your GCSE exam. 

 

“If people do not believe that 

mathema!cs is simple , it is only  

because they do not realise how  

complicated life is.” 

 

Johann von Neumann,  

Mathema�cian 

 

EXAM BOARD:   AQA  

SYLLABUS NUMBER:  8300 
 

Subject content 

• 1 Number 

• 2 Algebra 

• 3 Ra!o, propor!on and rates of change 

• 4 Geometry and measures 

• 5 Probability 

• 6 Sta!s!cs 

 

ASSESSMENTS 

 

GCSE Mathema!cs has a Founda!on !er 

(grades 1 – 5) and a Higher !er (grades 4 – 9).  

 

Students must take three ques!on papers at 

the same !er. All ques!on papers must be  

taken in the same series. 

 

“I advise my students to listen carefully 

the moment they decide to take no more  

Mathema!cs courses. They might  

be able to hear the sound of  

closing doors.” 

 

James Caballero,  

Lecturer 
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How does Mathema"cs prepare you for 

Post-16? 

 

ANer year 11 you may decide to con!nue studying Mathema!cs.  You could 

take Advanced level in the subject if you have at least GCSE grade 6.  Any  

Post-16 Mathema!cs you do will build on earlier work at Key Stage 4. It is 

essen!al that you follow the higher !er specifica!on if you are to do post 16 

maths. 

   

Facts and Figures 

 

•    One of the earliest pieces of evidence for mathema!cs is a wolf bone, carved with 55  

  notches, arranged in groups of 5.  It is about 30,000 years old.  That is  earlier than any  

  evidence of the existence of wri!ng. 

•    Numbers and arithme!c appear throughout all our modern lives.  Prices and  

  quan!!es, distances and !me: managing these are an everyday occurrence. 

•    When you buy over the Internet your personal details are coded using prime numbers  

  and methods developed by mathema!cians. 

•    43% of graduates in industry are involved in financial work. 

•    Algebra is the language of mathema!cs, common to mathema!cians, scien!sts  

            and engineers across the world. 

•    Geometry is used by surveyors, navigators, designers, architects and builders. 

•    Sta!s!cs is a vital part of archaeology, geography, meteorology, sociology, 

            psychology and medicine. 

•    Many employers look for mathema!cs at Grade 4 or 5 or above as a basic entry 

 requirement. 

•    For many courses, colleges oNen expect a qualifica!on in mathema!cs before they will  

  accept a student. 

What are the Key features of the KS4 course? 
 

The course at KS4 follows the Linear AQA syllabus for GCSE (8300).  This is a new specifica!on in light 

of the government overhaul to GCSE and the new Na!onal Curriculum. This cohort will be the fourth 

to sit the new GCSE in Maths in 2020. 

 

You will study Number, Ra!o and Propor!on Algebra, Geometry, Sta!s!cs and Probability.  The 

wri�en exam papers are split into two !ers.  The higher !er allows grades from 9 to 4 and the 

founda!on !er allows grades from 5 to 1. 

 

The !er you are entered for will be decided at the end of year 9, with a few amendments made during 

year 11. 
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Possible 

Routes 

    

Double Double Double Double 

AwardAwardAwardAward    

 

AQA  

Combined 

Science  

Trilogy 

(8464) 

Sec"on B:  Core Subjects 

 

Separate  

Science 
 

Requires  an  

Op�on  

3 x Separate 

Sciences, Physics, 

Chemistry and  

Biology examined 

in 2021 

 

 

Students in year 9 

already iden�fied 

in pursuing  

course 

 



 

 

There are seven qualifica!ons in the AQA Science for all suite. These have been developed with 

teachers to inspire and challenge students of all abili!es and aspira!ons. 

The qualifica!ons are very similar to the legacy specifica!ons however the coursework element has 

been removed and required prac!cal’s have been put in their place. Students are required to study 

certain experiments and are then examined on those or similar in the exam papers. 

Most students will follow the double award GCSE and on successful comple!on will be awarded 2 

grade 1-9 GCSE’s in combined Science (Trilogy). This can be studied at either Founda!on or Higher 

level which is not necessarily decided un!l the end of Year 10. This gives all students the opportuni-

ty to work to the best of their ability and for us to ensure we put them in for the best qualifica!on 

that will get them the best outcome. 

We do offer the Separate Sciences route that takes up an op!on. This however is by invite only 

(invita!ons were sent out in January) and is dependent on the ability of the student, their commit-

ment to the subject and whether they have suitable Maths skills to access the extra content at the 

higher level. The outcome of this route is a GCSE graded 1-9 in Biology, Physics and Chemistry 

(three in total).  

The AQA Science qualifica!ons are an excellent set of GCSE’s to prepare most students for their on-

ward journey from SJS. There is no hiding the fact that they are more content driven, but we believe 

at SJS they do provide a rigorous assessment of a student’s ability in Science related skills.  

Occasionally we may offer a student the op!on to study Entry Level Sciences due to the nature of 

the combined course not sui!ng the ability of the student. This is done to meet the needs of specific 

students and will be offered based on a series of discussions with Tutors, Parents/Carers and Year 

Directors.  

To support the running of all of the qualifica!ons on offer each student has access to our online 

resource centre Collins Connect. There is free access to the text books that accompany the course 

and homework is set via this plaQorm combined with other independent learning tasks set by the 

teacher. Collins Connect also provides us with a rigorous assessment resource base and your child 

will be assessed at the end of each module. The grades of each module will be tracked in their  

exercise books and measured against their targets throughout the two year KS4 course.  

The content and structure of the assessments are outlined below in the specifica!on summaries. 

If you have any further ques!ons then please do not hesitate to contact me at school.  
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Specifica"on at a glance 

Combined Science Trilogy (8464) 

 

This qualifica!on is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at 

the end of the course. 

 

Ques"on types 
Mul!ple choice, structured, closed short answer, and open response. 

 
Subject content 

 

Biology 
1. Cell biology 

2. Organisa!on 

3. Infec!on and response 

4. Bioenerge!cs 

5. Homeostasis and response 

6. Inheritance, varia!on and evolu!on 

7. Ecology 

 

Chemistry 
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

2. Bonding, structure, and the proper!es of ma�er 

3. Quan!ta!ve chemistry 

4. Chemical changes 

5. Energy changes 

6. The rate and extent of chemical change 

7. Organic chemistry 

8. Chemical analysis 

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

10. Using resources 

 

Physics 

1. Energy 
2. Electricity 

3. Par!cle model of ma�er 

4. Atomic structure 

5. Forces 

6. Waves 

7. Magne!sm and electromagne!sm 
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What's assessed 

Biology topics 1–4: Cell Biology; Organisa!on; Infec!on and response; 

and Bioenerge!cs. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

What's assessed 

Biology topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, varia!on 

and evolu!on; and Ecology. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

What's assessed 

Chemistry topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, 

structure, and the proper!es of ma�er; Quan!ta!ve chemistry;    

Chemical changes; and Energy changes. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

What's assessed 

Chemistry topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical change;        

Organic chemistry; Chemical analysis; Chemistry of the atmosphere; 

and Using resources. 

Assessments 
There are six papers: two biology, two chemistry and two physics. Each of the papers will assess 

knowledge and understanding from dis!nct topic areas. 
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How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

16.7% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Physics topics 18–21: Energy; Electricity; Par!cle model of ma�er; and 

Atomic structure. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

16.7% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Physics topics 22–24: Forces; Waves; and Magne!sm and electromag-

ne!sm 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 15 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

70 marks 

16.7% of GCSE 
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Specifica"on at a glance 

Biology (8461) 
 

This qualifica!on is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of 

the course. 

 

Subject content 
1. Cell biology 

2. Organisa!on 

3. Infec!on and response 

4. Bioenerge!cs 

5. Homeostasis and response 

6. Inheritance, varia!on and evolu!on 

7. Ecology 

8. Key ideas 

 

Assessments 

What's assessed 

Topics 1–4: Cell biology; Organisa!on; Infec!on and response; and   

Bioenerge!cs. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Topics 5–7: Homeostasis and response; Inheritance, varia!on and         

evolu!on; and Ecology. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE 
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Specifica"on at a glance 

Chemistry (8462) 
 

This qualifica!on is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 

course. 

 

Subject content 
1. Atomic structure and the periodic table 

2. Bonding, structure, and the proper!es of ma�er 

3. Quan!ta!ve chemistry 

4. Chemical changes 

5. Energy changes 

6. The rate and extent of chemical change 

7. Organic chemistry 

8. Chemical analysis 

9. Chemistry of the atmosphere 

10. Using resources 

 

Assessments 

What's assessed 

Topics 1–5: Atomic structure and the periodic table; Bonding, structure, 

and the proper!es of ma�er; Quan!ta!ve chemistry, Chemical chang-

es; and Energy changes. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks therefore 50% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Topics 6–10: The rate and extent of chemical change; Organic chemis-

try; Chemical analysis, Chemistry of the atmosphere; and Using re-

sources. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks therefore 50% of GCSE 
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Specifica"on at a glance 

Physics (8463) 
 

This qualifica!on is linear. Linear means that students will sit all their exams at the end of the 

course. 

 
Subject content 
1. Energy 

2. Electricity 

3. Par!cle model of ma�er 

4. Atomic structure 

5. Forces 

6. Waves 

7. Magne!sm and electromagne!sm 

8. Space physics (physics only) 

 
Assessments 

What's assessed 

Topics 1-4: Energy; Electricity; Par!cle model of ma�er; and Atomic 

structure. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE 

What's assessed 

Topics 5-8: Forces; Waves; Magne!sm and electromagne!sm; and 

Space physics. 

Ques!ons in paper 2 may draw on an understanding of energy changes 

and transfers due to hea!ng, mechanical and electrical work and the 

concept of energy conserva!on from Energy and Electricity. 

How it's assessed 

Wri�en exam: 1 hour 45 minutes 

Founda!on and Higher Tier 

100 marks 

50% of GCSE 
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Morality and Ethics is an exci!ng course at Sir James Smith’s Community School which  

combines elements of Morality, Religion and Ci!zenship. You will gain a full GCSE at the  

end of year 11 through looking at the following topics, with a par!cular focus on  

Chris!anity and Islam. 

 
 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

. 

 

Religious A@tudes to: 
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Rela"onships 

 

 

Worship 

and  

Prac"ces 

The Mul"cultural  

Society 

 

Iden"ty 

    

Human Rights 

 

MaAers of life  

eg IVF, when does  

life begin? 

 

 

 

A@tudes to the  

Elderly and Death 

    

Beliefs 

    

Crime and    

Punishment 

    

Poverty 

 

WHAT WILL 

I STUDY? 
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How will I be taught? 
 

•  Lessons will contain lots of variety, including: Discussion, ICT, interac!ve  

   learning, peer assessment, crea!vity, and random games! 

•  Guest speakers from within the Muslim and Chris!an communi!es will visit for 

    a first-hand account of what it is like to follow their faith, along with a range of 

  other external providers   

•  Class and group discussion/debate is a key feature of the course.  

•  Homework will be set regularly and assessments will take place aNer each unit.  

•  ANer-school revision/drop-in sessions are offered in the run up to  

  examina!ons. 

 

Careers and Employment 
 

There are three main ways of 'using' Morality and Ethics in the world of work: 

 

1. Careers where it is important or useful to have knowledge of what really ma-ers to  

 people:  health care, child care, medicine, psychologist, customer services. 

 

2. Careers which make good use of the research, inves�gatory and report wri�ng  

 techniques learned in studying religion:  law, police work (forensic), psychology, 

 public services, management. 

 

3.  Careers where you need specific knowledge of religions:  teaching, social work,  

 archaeology, museum work,  fine art, conserva"on/natural history, architecture, 

 youth work. 

 



 

 

 
 
 

All students take three lessons of core PE over the fortnight. 

 

Students will be encouraged to get involved in a range of ac!vi!es  

that develops personal fitness and promotes an ac!ve and healthy  

lifestyle.  

 

 

The CORE PE curriculum will follow the Na!onal  

Curriculum for PE 2014. 
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Art and Design GCSE 
 

How could you communicate across the globe?  Only one language will do; visual.  Art and 

Design will teach you how to become a skilled visual communicator.  You will consider what 

your work will mean to others. 

Art surrounds us in computer game design, furniture, signs, fashion, cars, buildings and 

magazines.  It is easy to forget how important visual communica!on is to us. 

What are the features of the GCSE course? 
 

The course consists of mainly prac!cal work with some 

historical and cri!cal research work.  The coursework 

contributes 60% of the final marks and the final examina!on 

piece 40%.  You will do two major projects during the course, 

which will consist of observa!onal drawing, pain!ng, 

photography, ceramics, graphics, sculpture and research 

looking at the work of other ar!sts, craN workers and 

designers. 

The exam consists of 6 weeks of prep work and a 2 day exam 

to produce the final piece.  All of the exam is based on a word 

from the exam paper. 
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Exam Details 
 Exam Board:       OCR 

 Syllabus Number:    J161 

 Coursework worth 60% of the final grade based on: 

 PorQolio of work developed from personal and school devised star!ng points. 

 The focus is on explora!on, research acquisi!on and techniques and skills. 

 Theory examina"on worth 40% 

 Ten hour exam in the art department — based on 6 weeks of preparatory work, 

           split over 2 days. 



 

 

 

Key Stage 4 Content 
 

Students must be aware that GCSE Art is a !me consuming subject with a substan!al 

amount of homework.  Students must meet deadlines to keep on top of the workload due 

to the new GCSE !me constraints.  Year 11 is an assessed task year, every piece of work is 

!med and graded and these marks go towards the final GCSE mark. 

 

Post-16? 
 

You will need Art GCSE at Grade 4/5 (equivalent to a C) or above to go on to do Art 

Advanced Level or GNVQ at school or at college.  If you are thinking of applying to Art 

colleges at a future date, up to date course and careers advice is available from the Art 

department. 

 

Jobs 
 

Over 100,000 people in Britain work in careers associated with Art and Design, eg; 

architecture, fashion, photography, ceramics, graphics, theatre and costume design, art 

therapy, jewellery, product design, etc. 

Bri!sh ar!sts, craN workers and designers have an interna!onal reputa!on and are 

frequently employed abroad. 

Ar!sts are usually self employed running their own businesses which are oNen established 

with the help of grants. 

Many people who study art go on to work in display design in shops, galleries, museums, 

libraries and exhibi!on centres. 

A large number of people work on product design in Bri!sh industries. 

Many thousands of art graduates work in the media industry, film, television, video and 

photography. 
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Food Prepara"on  

and Nutri"on 
 

This the new course offering from the WJEC exam board. It covers a vast majority of the 

food industry and has a focus on prac!cal work, the raw ingredients, nutri!onal content 

and cooking methods. The course explores food inves!ga!ons, planning meals, preparing 

exo!c dishes and learning the value of food and how it can impact your lifestyle.  

The course is made up of the following: 50% of the GCSE grade is made up from two pieces 

of course work.   

The first is a food inves!ga!on with a hypothesis set by the exam board each year, this is 

worth 15%.  

The second piece of course work is also set by the exam board but it covers a wider range 

of dishes and allows more crea!ve scope for the students, this is worth 35%.  

The other 50% of the GCSE grade is from a wri�en paper that covers the theory side of the 

subject, it will cover elements done in the prac!cal lessons, and dedicated theory lessons. 

There will be a mixture of ques!ons and topics which will all be covered.  

Throughout this exci!ng course the students will explore different cooking methods, sweet 

and savoury dishes and learn prac!cal skills. The students will have the op!on to tailor 

each piece of coursework to their specific skills, and experimenta!on will be done with 

dishes to find where the students skills really lie. Students will explore the ideas of differ-

ent foods, crea!ng menus and designing dishes that are crea!ve and technical. Students 

must understand they are wri�en to the course requirement, and these are just as im-

portant as the prac!cal lesson. This is a course with specific demands, students will be re-

quired to cook every week and bring their own ingredients. This is a course requirement. 

There are exci!ng post 16 opportuni!es for catering courses here in Cornwall. 

Restaurant standard food made with quality ingredients and  

crea!ve skills. 
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Sec"on C: GCSE Op"ons 

This is the new name for Design Technology 
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GCSE DRAMA 
Course Content 

GCSE Drama is crea!ve, ac!ve, explora!ve and collabora!ve! And brilliant! 

During the course we study important plays, playwrights and prac!!oners as well as inves!ga!ng and performing a 

range of styles, genres and contexts. We ensure that each lesson we work to develop strong prac!cal and performance 

skills. 

Drama is not simply a prac!cal subject – the wri�en element of the assessment cons!tutes over 60% of the final grade. 

However, lessons focus on exploring prac!cally before geXng wri�en skills right! 

 In the prac!cal components students may specialise in performing, ligh!ng, sound, set, costume and/or puppets. 

Assessment: 

AO1: Create and develop ideas to communicate meaning for theatrical performance. 

AO2: Apply theatrical skills to realise ar!s!c inten!ons in live performance. 

AO3: Demonstrate knowledge and understanding of how drama and theatre is developed and performed. 

AO4: Analyse and evaluate own work and the work of others. 

 Component 1: Wri�en Exam (40%) 

Component 1 consists of the wri�en paper – an open book exam of 1¾ hours 

Sec!on A: mul!ple choice ques!ons on knowledge and understanding of drama and theatre 

Sec!on B: four short essay ques!ons on a given extract from the set play (chosen from a choice of six) 

Sec!on C: one two part, longer essay ques!on on a performance we will watch during the course. 

There are 80 marks available across the paper 

  

Prac"cal Work (60%) 

Component 2 (40%) consists of crea!ng their own devised drama based on a s!mulus - the performance of this is worth 

20 marks. 

Students will also write a porJolio of three essays, describing and explaining the devising process and evalua!ng their 

final performance – this is worth 60 marks 

 Component 3 (20%) Students will create a performances of two extracts of a published script. This will be performed to 

an examiner. This performance is worth 40 marks 
  

Why Study Drama? 
Through Drama, you can become anyone anywhere at any !me and this helps us to understand different experiences, 

cultures and !mes – either crea!ng our own work based on our Drama knowledge and skills, or interpre!ng plays and 

revealing aXtudes and opinions of others. 

 A lot of students opt for Drama because they enjoy performing or want to con!nue within the crea!ve and performance  

professions – but you don’t have to have theatrical aspira!ons to enjoy the course. Many professions and higher educa-

!on courses now require people to use presenta!onal and inter-personal skills which Drama is par!cularly good at de-

veloping. 

Succeeding in GCSE Drama shows that you are a commi�ed student, that you are crea!ve and co-opera!ve, working 

well with  

others. All of these are traits that colleges, universi!es and employers look for. Drama is also excellent for improving 

confidence. 

Drama is an excellent companion subject for English, History and other Arts subjects - as well as providing ac!ve contrast 

with more classroom based subjects. 

How Will I Study? 
We make sure that Drama lessons are fast paced and ac!ve. Theory and texts are studied prac!cally, meaning that the 

vast  

majority of lessons you will be up and doing – exploring, crea!ng, rehearsing and performing. 

Some lessons focus on wri�en work, comple!ng the crea!ve porQolio, prac!sing exam skills and essay techniques so 

that you will be fully prepared for exam success. 

All students will be expected to come on theatre trips and to enjoy performance in their own !me. 
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Why choose Geography? 
 

Geography is the study of where places are, what they are like, what life is like in them and how and why 

they are changing.  It can help you to: 
 

• Gain a knowledge of the world and understand current events. 

• Appreciate different cultures in this country and abroad. 

• Become aware of physical and human environments. 

• Read and use maps, satellite images and atlases and improve your ICT skills. 

You will enjoy the course if you want to study a subject that is relevant to your future, involves prac!cal work 

outdoors and is studied through inves!ga!on not just reading and listening. 

Geography is a very broad subject and important for many jobs; knowledge and skills learned in Geography 

can help you to understand topics on other subjects.  It helps us to learn about our planet – how we use it 

and how we abuse it.   

“Geography is the subject which holds the key to our future.” (Michael Palin) 

Teaching and Learning Skills 
 

You will learn by reading, wri!ng, drawing, watching videos, listening 

to speakers in school, working in groups, taking part in visits, doing 

fieldwork, project work, using computers, studying photographs and 

maps, solving problems, doing decision-making exercises, discussion 

and debates . . . . and in many other ways. 

You may be able to take part in field work visits, locally or elsewhere in 

Britain.   

“Geography is 

interes!ng and 

relevant” 

 

“It h
elps to

 

prepare you for 

lots of different 

jobs” 

 

“I really enjoyed the 

Rivers field trip, it was 

fantas!c” 

How will I be assessed?  
 

Each unit will be assessed by a final exam at the end of the course. There 

are three exams: 

Paper 1 and Paper 2 each last 1½ hours and are each worth 35% of the 

GCSE. Ques!ons include a range of mul!ple choice, short-answer and 

extended wri!ng; 

Paper 3 lasts 1 hour and is worth 30% of the GCSE. Ques!ons examine 

fieldwork skills and include an evalua!on of an issue which will focus on a 

pre-released booklet 12-weeks prior to the exam.  

All students will sit the same exam and students will be awarded a grading 

from 9 (highest achievement) through to 1 (lowest achievement). 
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Exam Board:  AQA 

Syllabus:   8035 

Paper 1:   Living with the Physical Environment – 35%  

Paper 2:   Challenges in the Human Environment – 35% 

Paper 3:                   Geographical Applica!on – 30% 

Full Course GCSE. 



 

 

How does Geography prepare you for Post 16? 
 

Geography is concerned with the real world – past, present and future.  It can 

usefully be combined with science subjects eg Biology, Physics and Maths or Arts 

subjects eg History, English and Modern Languages. 

There are numerous careers where Geography is an important  

qualifica!on; including: 

 

Leisure and Recrea!on  Publishing 

Conserva!on    Marke!ng 

Planning    Compu!ng 

Public Services   Environmental Agencies 

Armed Services   Water Companies 

Cartography    Architecture 

The Media    Teaching 

Retailing    Management 

Farming and Forestry  Civil Service and Local Government 

Geography at GCSE is acceptable as a qualifica!on for most jobs. 

A GCSE in Geography is a stepping stone to a whole range of future 

opportuni!es.  

“The best part was doing 

my own 

project about 

Coastal Management  

In Newquay.” 

 

“Finding out about 

other countries 

was really 

interes!ng.” 

 

Facts and Figures 
 

Geographers use ICT for data collec!on through the Internet, data analysis through spreadsheets and  

presenta!on of data through graphics – all vital skills in commercial business. 

Fieldwork is essen!al to Geography.  It provides students with most of their ‘out of classroom’ learning 

experience and is an ideal seXng to develop teamwork and leadership skills. 

Over 300,000 students took GCSE Geography in 2016—2017, the most popular op!onal GCSE subject.   

Geography has one of the highest rates of graduate employment: highly valued by employers for its 

combina!on of knowledge, understanding and training in the key skills. 

Of those people who study Geography to A level and University, 25% go into administra!on and management 

careers, 17% financial work, 12% marke!ng, 7% manufacturing, 5% Armed Forces, police and fire, 4% 

environmental work, 4% social services and 2% tourism and leisure. 

“It really improved my 

understanding of maps 

and ICT” 

 

What will I study? 
 

Throughout the course you will study a variety of topics including:  

Tectonic & Weather Hazards and Climate Change– effects and responses to earthquakes and  

tropical storms, monitoring and managing earthquakes & tropical storms, extreme weather in the UK, causes 

and management of climate change. 

Ecosystems inc. Tropical Rainforests & Hot Deserts – causes & impacts of deforesta!on, sustainable  

management, development in deserts, deser!fica!on. 

Physical Landscapes in the UK inc. Coasts & Rivers – processes and features, coastal and river management, 

Urban Issues and Challenges – urbanisa!on, urban growth and challenges in poor ci!es, urban change in the 

UK and urban sustainability. 

World Economics – economic development of different countries, reducing the development gap, rapid  

economic development in low income countries, UK economy. 

Managing Resources – food, water & energy in the UK, global demand for water, increasing water supply. 
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HMNOPQR 

WSTO WMUU I VP MW GCSE HMNOPQR? 

 

Interes!ng, challenging and thought provoking things! 
 

In September 2017 the History GCSE is going to include: 

 

       a thema!c study 

       a Bri!sh depth study 

       a non Bri!sh depth study 

       a period study 

       a study of the historic environment 

 

Students will be expected to study History from three eras (Medieval, Early 

Modern and Modern) on three !me scales (short – depth study, medium –  

period  study, long – thema!c study).   

 

Paper 1 – 1hr 15mins Thema"c Study & Historic Environment (30%) 

 

Thema�c Study = Crime and Punishment in Britain c1000 – present day 

Historic Environment = Whitechapel 1870-1900 

 

Paper 2 – 1hr 45mins Period Study & Bri"sh Depth Study (40%) 

 

Bri�sh Depth Study = Anglo Saxons and Norman England 

Period Study = Superpower rela�ons and the Cold War 1941-91 

 

 

Paper 3 — 1hr 20mins Modern Depth Study (30%)  

Russia and the Soviet Union 1917-41 
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HPZ ZMUU SMNOPQR [\ ]N\^]U OP _\? 

 

Apart from being interes!ng, history is very useful.  Employers who see that you have a 

qualifica!on in history know certain things about you.  They will know that you have 

taken on certain key skills which, learned through history, can be applied to all sorts of 

situa!ons. 

 

They know that: you can understand how people !ck, what mo!vates them, what they 

think and feel; you are able to gather and read different kinds of informa!on; you are 

able to look carefully at this informa!on and can check it for bias or propaganda; you 

can read maps, graphs and other diagrams; you are able to communicate clearly and 

have learned to express yourself verbally and on paper. 

 

History is a useful, and oNen necessary, subject for a lot of careers and not just the 

obvious ones... 

 
 

Accountants 

TV Researcher 

Police 

Tourism 

Lawyers 

Conserva!on work 

Building Restora!on 

B]O OS\Q\’N _PQ\ OP UM^\ OSTW ZPQa 

 

Star!ng on a career is important, but educa"on means more than training: 

 

 

 

Answer: by taking History. 

Maybe this is not the moment to drop History forever. 

How else can you make sense of the 
present unless you have a good un-
derstanding of the past? 

How else can you understand 
why the place where you live 
looks the way it does? 

How are you going to 

participate in the system if you 

don’t know how it works? 
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Congratula!ons on successfully comple!ng your Key Stage 3  

Modern Languages course! 

 

So why should you study a language in Key Stage 4? 

• Since the introduc!on of the English Baccalaureate, an increasing number of 

Colleges and Universi!es now ask for a GCSE in a Modern Foreign Language 

as an entry requirement. 

• A GCSE Language Qualifica!on enables many students following Science/

Engineering/Technology Courses at University to spend a paid year abroad.      

• 75% of employers now consider a language ‘desirable’ when they look at job 

applica!ons. 

• 48% of firms ac!vely recruit people for their foreign language skills. 

• In job applica!ons candidates who offer a language have the edge over those 

who don’t. 

• A language qualifica!on will improve your employability and promo!on 

prospects in many careers including, science, business, government, 

engineering, financial services, events management, marke!ng, media, 

technology, travel and tourism, teaching, HM Services and many more. 

    
    

In short, a modern language gives you a better In short, a modern language gives you a better In short, a modern language gives you a better In short, a modern language gives you a better 
chance with University applications, a better job, chance with University applications, a better job, chance with University applications, a better job, chance with University applications, a better job,     
better promotion prospects, better opportunities, better promotion prospects, better opportunities, better promotion prospects, better opportunities, better promotion prospects, better opportunities,     

better pay and a better start in life!better pay and a better start in life!better pay and a better start in life!better pay and a better start in life!    

  

 

AQA Full Course 

German: 8668 

French: 8658 
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The GCSE French and German courses build on the work you have done in Key Stage 3, 

focusing now on more adult topic areas such as French/German culture, films, youth 

issues, the environment, and many other topics on which you will, by now, have 

opinions. 

 

Classes tend to be small and very mo!vated, allowing us to use ac!ve teaching and 

learning techniques and to give plenty of individual a�en!on.  You will be encouraged 

to listen to French/German radio, read French/German magazines, look at French/

German websites, watch the news in French/German and, of course, visit France/

Germany! 

 

The exam is split into four papers: 

• Listening 25% 

• Speaking 25%  

• Reading 25%  

• Wri!ng 25%  

 

For more informa"on speak to your Modern Languages Teacher. 

 

 

“If you talk to a man in a language he understands, “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, “If you talk to a man in a language he understands, 
that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own that goes to his head.  If you talk to him in his own 

language, that goes to his heart”.language, that goes to his heart”.language, that goes to his heart”.language, that goes to his heart”.    
[Nelson Mandela][Nelson Mandela][Nelson Mandela][Nelson Mandela]    
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GCSE Music 9-1 
Edexcel MU01 
 

The GCSE Music course is suitable for any keen singer, instrumentalist or composer  

who has enjoyed Music up to Year 9. Ideally you will be able to play an instrument  

or sing to a Grade 2+ standard at the start of the course. You do not currently need to be having 

instrumental/voice lessons at the moment, however it is recommended that you take up tui!on 

before you begin the GCSE course. 

 

The course is focused on 3 areas: 

 

30% - Performing – Assessed by teacher/externally moderated 

Solo performance 

Ensemble performance 

(Performances can be in any style and around grade 3 to 4 standard in Year 11) 

30 % - Composing – Two original pieces of music - Assessed by teacher/  

externally  moderated 

Free composi!on – any style/any instrumenta!on in Year 10 

Set brief by exam board – choose from 4 different briefs based on the Areas of Study in Year 

11 

 

40% -  Appraising – The academic study of music from a range of genres based around 

 4 areas of study with 8 set-pieces by the exam board. - Wri-en Exam at the end of Year 11 

AOS 1: Instrumental Music 

AOS 2: Vocal Music 

AOS 3: Music for the Stage and Screen 

AOS 4: Fusions 

 

Lessons: 5 lessons a fortnight 

 

Three lessons a fortnight are Rehearsal based Prac!cal sessions – focused on  

developing your musicianship, performance and composi!on skills 

 

Two lessons a fortnight are Listening based - focused on developing your Mu-

sic Theory, Aural Skills and Music History. 
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Essen"al skills and Quali"es 

 

You enjoy playing an instrument and/or singing 

You enjoy performing 

You want to compose and create music 

You enjoy working with others in a suppor!ve and crea!ve environment 

You enjoy working with Music Technology to create and perform music 

You want to learn more about music from different !mes, genres and countries 

 

Assessment 

 

Regular individual and group performances – in class and at a gig/concert each term  

e.g. lunch!me live lounge sessions 

Free composi!on at the end of Year 10 

Exam brief composi!on at the start of Year 11 

Regular listening and music theory assessments 

 

Homework will be weekly, split into: 

Instrumental/vocal prac!ce and rehearsals 

Music theory skill building – online 

Music history and genre research 

 

Addi"onal Informa"on 

 

The GCSE Music course counts towards Progress 8 and can lead onto courses such as A Level Music 

and Music Technology and voca!onal courses in BTEC Music Performance and BTEC Music  

Technology at Truro College/St Austell College. 

 

Music Technology: Logic Pro X soNware for composi!on, recording and produc!on on Apple Macs; a 

range of microphones for recording 

 

Experience workshops with visi!ng professional musicians, trips to music concerts and live perfor-

mances. 

 

All students will be expected to take part within the Concerts and events here at Sir James Smith’s. 

 

Students will be expected to take part in at least one music extra-curricular ensemble that are on 

offer: Vocal groups, Rock bands, Triggshire Wind Orchestra, Atlan!c Strings, Samba Band, Music 

Technology Produc!on. It is an invaluable musical experience and is crucial to help achieve success 

in coursework. 

 

Instrumental/Vocal lessons are recommended and crucial to support the Performance component. 

Lessons currently available are for the following: Voice, Guitar (classical and electric), Bass guitar, 

Woodwind, Brass, Strings, Drums and Piano/Keyboard. Details of lessons and costs are available via 

the Cornwall Music Service Trust (h�ps://www.cornwallmusicservicetrust.org) 
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We study the Edexcel Level 2 First Award in Sport.  

The course spans 2 years and further details  

can be found at 

 h�p://www.edexcel.com/quals/firsts2012/sport/Pages/default.aspx  

Students will complete an externally marked exam and also complete a number  

of internally marked assignments. 

 

UNIT 1 

Fitness For Sport and Exercise 

Assessed through an on-line 

 examina!on 

 

UNIT 3 

The Mind and Sports  

Performer 

Assessed through three  

assignments 

UNIT 5 

Personal Fitness 

Assessed through four  

assignments 

UNIT 2 

Prac"cal Sport 

Assessed through three  

assignments 

Fitness Tes!ng 

Methods of Training  Components of 

Fitness 

 

Explore Mo!va!on, and 

Self Confidence in Sport 

How your Personality Affects 

Sport? 

Arousal and Anxiety in  

Sport 

Design Fitness Training  

Sessions 

 

Carry out Personal Training 

Programme 

 

Assess Personal Levels of 

Fitness 

Roles and Responsibili!es  

of Officials 

Developing  

Tac!cal Knowledge 

Analyse Personal  

Performance 

 

To succeed at BTEC sport you should be par!cipa!ng in sport regularly outside of school and have a genuine  

interest in the theory side of the course—not just the playing. You will need to have a good a�endance  

record, as this course is assessed con!nuously and you will need organisa!on and commitment to complete  

wri�en coursework assignments on deadline. 

 

You will be researching, producing wri�en pieces of work, analysing performances, working individually and in groups,  

officia!ng, coaching and teaching, asked to meet deadlines and be expected to go the extra mile for the PE department. 

The BTEC is the equivalent of one GCSE and is assessed using grades called Dis!nc!on, Merit and Pass.  

Dis!nc!on  = A Grade                                                                                                                                                                                     

Merit      = B Grade                                                                                                                                                                                          

Pass        = C Grade 
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This is a new specifica!on from the OCR exam board following the Art & Design format,     

covering different aspects of Tex!les through research, illustra!ons and prac!cal pieces. 

The course is solely made from coursework and there is no wri�en exam, but a set  

prac!cal exam at the end of year 11. This is a new exci!ng course which has selected the 

best elements of Tex!les, it is more about designing and crea!ng with no focus on theory 

work, unlike its predecessor. The course is vibrant and suitable to students who are up for 

a challenge and to be able to grow their crea!ve ideas.  

The course is made up of the following: 

◊ 60% of the GCSE grade comes from a personal porQolio of work covering Costume  

◊ Design and Fashion Design incorpora!ng illustra!on into both aspects.  

◊ 40% of the GCSE grade will be from an external set assignment which will be  

   completed in several weeks prior to a 10 hour prac!cal exam.  

Students will explore the world of fashion and costume design through interes!ng projects 

where students can tailor them to their own personal preferences. Students will have the 

chance to learn how to draw fashion illustra!ons crea!ng their own unique style of work 

and produce a detailed sketch book including research, designs and samples. The costume 

design project will include a final prac!cal piece where the students can learn technical 

skills on making, construc!on and embellishment. This is a course tailored to both male 

and female students. This course offers exci!ng post 16 opportuni!es and allows students 

to be crea!ve while learning key skills. 
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Please return the form to Recep!on between 

Monday 5 March and Friday 9 March 
 

Name   ………………………………………………………………………………...Tutor Group   ……………………………………………………. 

  

 

Op"on A 

 

 

Op"on B 

 

Op"on C 

 

Op"on D 

  

 

History 

  

 

German 

 

  

German 

  

 

Separate Science 

 

 

 

Catering 

 

  

Geography 

  

 

History 

  

 

Geography 

  

Art, Graphics and 

Photography 

 

 

Drama 

 

 

Sport BTEC 

  

Tex!les 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music BTEC 

 
 

Music GCSE 

  
 

3D Design 

        

  

Remember you have to choose ONE from each column A – D. 
You must also write down a second choice in case your favourite cannot be provided. 

If choosing Arts, Graphics and Photography in Op!on A you must write either Arts, Graphics or  

Photography in the Op!on A space below. 
  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 Op"on A Op"on B Op"on C Op"on D 

My first choice is: 

 

    

My second choice 

is : 

    

 

Signature of Student: 

 

Date: 

 

Now please return this form to recep!on. 

 

Signature of Parent/Carers 

 

Date: 

 

 



 

 


